
 

Prospective Grade 9 Academic English Students 

Summer Reading Selections 2018-19 

 
Reading is a great way for students to work towards college and career readiness during the summer and stay 

academically sharp for the next school year. The following books are a list of summer reading for rising 9th grade 

students who will be taking Academic English 9 in September. You will need to read ONE (1) book on this list over 

the summer AND complete the accompanying Summer Reading Log. You will also be required to complete an 

activity on your selected book upon return to school in August. 

 
Summer-Reading Titles 

 
 

The Impossible Knife of Memory — Laurie Halse Anderson   (Lexile: 720)  

  

For the past five years, Hayley Kincaid and her father, Andy, have been on the road, never staying long in one place as he 

struggles to escape the demons that have tortured him since his return from Iraq. Now they are back in the town where he grew 

up so Hayley can attend school. Perhaps, for the first time, Hayley can have a normal life, put aside her own painful memories, 

even have a relationship with Finn, the hot guy who obviously likes her but is hiding secrets of his own. 

 

Will being back home help Andy's PTSD, or will his terrible memories drag him to the edge of hell, and drugs push him over?  

 
 

The Killing Sea — Richard Lewis      (Lexile: 760)  

  

Ruslan falls for Sarah when her family’s sailboat docks in his Indonesian town for mechanical assistance, but Sarah, a self-

absorbed American, fails to notice him. Both teens are then caught in the disastrous 2004 tsunami. Sarah makes it to safety, but 

her mother is killed and her father is missing, leaving her to care for her younger brother. Ruslan also survives and immediately 

begins to search for his father, who had left their coastal home before the storm. The two meet again, this time forging a 

relationship. 

 

 

Graceling — Kristin Cashore       (Lexile: 730)  
  

In this debut fantasy novel, Cashore treats readers to compelling and eminently likable characters and a story that draws them in 

from the first paragraph. In Katsa's world, the "Graced," those gifted in a particular way, are marked by eyes that are different 

colors. Katsa's Grace is that she is a gifted fighter, and, as such, she is virtually invincible. She is in the service of her tyrannical 

uncle, king of one of the seven kingdoms, and she is forced to torture people for infractions against him. She has secretly formed 

the Council, which acts in the service of justice and fairness for those who have been accused and abused. Readers meet her as 

she is rescuing the father of the Lienid king, who has been abducted. The reasons for his capture are part of a tightening plot that 

Katsa unravels and resolves, with the help of Prince Po, the captive's grandson. He has his own particular Grace, and he becomes 

Katsa's lover and partner in what becomes a mortally dangerous mission. 

 

 

The Raft — S.A. Bodeen       (Lexile: 680)   

 

Robie is an experienced traveler. She’s taken the flight from Honolulu to the Midway Atoll, a group of Pacific islands where her 

parents live, many times. When she has to get to Midway in a hurry after a visit with her aunt in Hawaii, she gets on the next 

cargo flight at the last minute. She knows the pilot, but on this flight, there’s a new co-pilot named Max. All systems are go until 

a storm hits during the flight. The only passenger, Robie doesn’t panic until the engine suddenly cuts out and Max shouts at her 

to put on a life jacket. They are over miles of Pacific Ocean. She sees Max struggle with a raft.  

 

And then . . . she’s in the water. Fighting for her life. Max pulls her onto the raft, and that’s when the real terror begins. They 

have no water. Their only food is a bag of Skittles. There are sharks. There is an island. But there’s no sign of help on the way. 

 

OVER → 

 



 
Every Day — David Levithan       (Lexile: 650)   

 

There’s never any warning about where it will be or who it will be. A has made peace with that, even established guidelines by 

which to live: Never get too attached. Avoid being noticed. Do not interfere. 

 

It’s all fine until the morning that A wakes up in the body of Justin and meets Justin’s girlfriend, Rhiannon. From that moment, 

the rules by which A has been living no longer apply. Because finally A has found someone he wants to be with—day in, day 

out, day after day. 

 

Sleeping Freshmen Never Lie — David Lubar     (Lexile: 560)   

 

Scott Hudson begins his freshman year of high school as a source of income to Wesley, the school shakedown artist. The girl 

he’s known since kindergarten has blossomed into a goddess, but doesn’t seem to know he’s alive. He gets roped into writing the 

sports column for the school newspaper, even though he’s not an athlete. On top of everything else, his mom is pregnant. As 

Scott maneuvers through a number of serious situations, he still manages to be upbeat and true to himself. 

 

 

 


